


Layout Design Tips

When creating a documentation layout,  ask how the arrangement of the images can be:
1. Informative. Can the layout express and represent ideas about the architecture?
2. Clear and hierarchical. Is important information emphasized? (Avoid a homogenous field)
3. More or less dense. The usable area is small. Include the minimum amount of information 
necessary to explain the project, but fill the page; Use white space, but don’t be too sparse. 

Contrast an object from a field, chaos from 
order, intricate from obtuse, or dull from bright 
to procure emphasis. Black stands out on white 
and vice-versa.

Relate the geometry of drawings and images to 
the geometry of the layout. Imply and extend 
lines from one to the other. This creates a 
dynamic, layered composition.

White Space gives the eye a place to rest. It can create a sense of expansion 
or compression, adding dynamism and drama to the page. 

Color Fields and framed images can create a solid/void relationship with 
white space.  Other drawings can float as “objects”

Diversify Media. Use model photos, sketches, diagrams, process work, 
renderings etc. Avoid repetitive image, unless part of a series.

Movement: Consider how the viewer’s eye traverses the image: left to right, 
diagonally, rotationally, labyrinthinely?

Color: As a general rule colors with similar saturation values work well; or 
stick to a limited family. Too many colors and hues can be distracting.

Coordinate Plans and Sections to be quickly understood. 

     Relate architectural ideas to compositional layout ideas. For instance: visual compression, juxtaposition, layering,
Intersection, collage, solid/void, repetition, growth, center/periphery, balance, horizontality/verticality...

Superimposing and overlapping small “objects” and fields on a larger frameless background image can create
visual interest, depth, and emphasis. Compose intersections and overlays so that lines and edges relate.








